The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 11 H 14 N 2 O 2 , contains one half-molecule as the central C atom of the molecule lies on a twofold rotation axis. In the crystal structure, weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the molecules into zigzag chains along c.
Related literature
For details of the biological activity of aminothiazoles, see: Kabalka & Mereddy (2006) . For their use in organic synthesis, see: Kim et al. (2001) ; Ranu & Banerjee (2005) ; Ranu et al. (2006) ; Wang et al. (2008) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Experimental
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: CAD-4 Software (Enraf-Nonius, 1989); cell refinement: CAD-4 Software; data reduction: XCAD4 (Harms & Wocadlo, 1995) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
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Comment
The biological activity of aminothiazoles has been well documented. They have broad applications in the treatment of allergies, hypertension, schizophrenia,inflammation, bacterial infections, and HIV (Kabalka & Mereddy, 2006) . Dicarbonyl compounds represent an important class of starting materials materials used to increase the carbon number of organic compounds (Kim et al., 2001) . Many dicarbonyl compounds have been synthesized by the Michael addition method using diethyl malonate as starting compound, but only a few Michael addition diadducts were synthesized under normal conditions (Ranu & Banerjee, 2005; Ranu et al., 2006) . We are focusing our synthetic and structural studies on new products of Michael addition reactions from dicarbonyl compounds (Wang et al.,2008) and we report here the crystal structure of the title compound (I), Fig. 1 .
All bond lengths are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . The asymmetric unit contains one half-molecule, and the central C4 atom lies on a twofold rotation axis at right angles to the ac plane, which generates the other half-molecule. In the crystal structure weak, intermolecular C6-H6B···N hydrogen bonds link the molecules into zig-zag chains along the c axis, Table 1 , Fig 2. Experimental 2,4-Pentanedione (50 mmol) was dissolved in n-hexane (40 ml) and anhydrous potassium carbonate (100 mmol) and tetrabutylammonium bromide (0.5 g) added. Acrylonitrile (100 mmol) was added dropwise to this solution and the mixture refluxed for 6 h. 50 ml ethyl acetate were then added, the organic layer was filtered and the solvent removed under vacuum to yield the crude product (I). This was crystallized from ethyl acetate (15 ml). Crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of acetonitrile.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.96 and 0.97 Å for methyl and methylene H atoms, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C), where x= 1.5 for methyl H and x = 1.2 for methylene H atoms. 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.024
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 25.3º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 3.1º T = 293(2) K h = −14→15 ω/2θ scans k = 0→9 Absorption correction: ψ scan (North et al., 1968) l = 0→13 
